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MCHL NEWS 
Montessori Children's House of Loudoun April 2019 

 

A NOTE FROM MCHL 

DIRECTORS  
 

 

Spring is here.  It is April and there is anticipation for 
sunny days, no coats, and nature’s rebirth.  Yet, for the 
teachers at MCHL, it is a bittersweet time.  As we look 
forward to the new faces that will join MCHL, we are faced 
with saying good-bye to our 21 graduating kindergartners.
  
 

All of us at MCHL call this the “Montessori Explosion”.  
Suddenly, at age 5 or 6, the child’s exploration of his 
Montessori environment, his manipulation of the materials, 
his interactions with teachers and peers reach fruition.  For 
the kindergartner, there is this moment of “Aha! I know how 
to do things.  I can do things by myself.”  Math concepts 
become clear, letters become words to read, and 
friendships become important.  Children learn to work within 
a group, sharing information and ideas, and they realize 
that they are part of a larger community, in a world of 
similarities, as well as differences.  All of this is the magic of 
your child’s kindergarten year at MCHL.  Parents, thank you 
for believing in the Montessori philosophy and allowing your 
child to complete the cycle. 

 
    MCHL Directors 

 

OFFICE NEWS 

  Our Tax I.D. Number is 54-1748774. If you 
need a tuition receipt for tax purposes, 
please call or email the office. 

 

  Please update the office with any changes to 
your email address/home/work/cell phone 
numbers.  It is imperative that we are able to 
reach you in the event of an emergency. 

 

  Thank you for calling the office to report 
when your child is ill.  It is helpful for other 
families to know what symptoms to look for if 
their child is not feeling well. 
 

 

 
 

SUMMER PROGRAM FOR 

KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS 

 
 

 It is hard to believe that your children will be 
leaving MCHL in the near future.  We will miss them 
but they will definitely be ready to move on to the next 
stage of their lives.   
 
 To help them with that transition, we are offering a 
Summer Program so they will not have to make any 
changes in their daily schedule until they begin First 
grade.  The deadline to return the enrollment form is 
May 1st. 

 
 

 

 
 

All families (Early Childhood and Toddler) 
should be using this feature on a daily basis.  If 
you are experiencing any issues logging in, please 
stop by the office to have your account re-set.   

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

April 4 
Peter McCory 

The One Man Band 

April 5 
 

Spring Fling and Silent Auction 

April 8 

 

Picture Day 
Room 2, 4, 8 and Kindergarten Room 

4&8 

April 9 

 

Picture Day 
Room 10, 11, 12, MCHL Staff 

Class of 2019 

April 10 

 

Picture Day 
Room  9, 3, 7 and 

Kindergarten Room 3&7 

April 29 – May 5 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR 

 

The first day of Spring was March 20th.  Here are a few 
basic reminders: 
 

  Check the weather report daily. 

  If your daughter wears a skirt or dress to school, please 
have them wear shorts underneath. 

  Remember to put your child’s name on clothing, lunch 
bags, etc. 

  Please send your children to school with appropriate 
and safe shoes.  If they are wearing boots, please send 
in a pair of shoes for their comfort and safety. 

  Please sanitize your child’s lunch box on a regular 
basis. 

 

 
 

MUSIC PROGRAM UPDATE 

 

 
Ms. Lauren, our Music teacher has added a 

“Performance Stage” in Room 5.  She will offer after-school 
programs for children between the ages of 4.5 – 6 
specializing in enrichment classes in Music, Art and Drama.  
For more information, email Ms. Lauren at 
thejamaschool@gmail.com. Also, please visit her Instagram 
page – https://www.instagram.com/thejamaschool/ . 

 
 
 

 

Picture Days     

Monday, April 8 

Room 2 

Room 4 

Room 8  

Kindergarten 
(Ms. Megan, Ms. Nilsa, Ms. Carrie) 

 

Tuesday, April 9 
Room 10 

Room 11 

Room 12 

MCHL Staff 

Class of 2019  

 

Wednesday, April 10 
Room 9 

Room 3 

Room 7 

Kindergarten 
(Ms. Lindsey and Mrs. Jadeja) 

 

 
            Wear your best smile! 

 

mailto:thejamaschool@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/thejamaschool/
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It is cold and flu season and many families are 

faced with the decision of whether to keep their child 

home from school when they are sick, especially when 

symptoms seem to be mild. Staying home from school 

often means more work when kids go back to school. 
 

On the other hand, sending a sick child to school 
could mean a miserable day for them, with the added 
possibility of getting other kids sick. 
 

Keeping your child at home when they are ill not 
only helps them rest, but it keeps other children 
healthy too.  Illnesses can spread quickly with young 
children.  One of the best ways to keep sickness at 
bay is to keep kids home from school when they are 
contagious. 
 

Consistent with state and local regulations, MCHL 
cannot admit any child with a contagious or 
communicable disease or with a fever.  Parents will be 
asked to pick up their child for: conjunctivitis, vomiting, 
a fever of 100 degrees or higher, unidentified rash or 
any untreated communicable illness. 

 
 

 

 

Please report the outbreak of any 

communicable disease to the office 

immediately (within 24 hours of 

outbreak) so that we may inform 

other families and sanitize the 

classroom if necessary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A child must be kept home if s/he has any of 

the following: 

 
Fever 
Children are notorious for getting fevers, though the 
causes are sometimes unclear. Even without an 
explanation for the fever, your child should stay home.  
 
A fever is a sign that the body is fighting an illness and 
if it’s 100° or higher, wait until your child is fever-free 
for at least 24 hours without the use of a fever reducer 
(Tylenol, Motrin, etc.) before sending them back to 
school. 
 
Diarrhea or vomiting 
Vomiting is usually an easy symptom for parents to 
spot and a child’s ticket for a day in bed. Diarrhea can 
be more difficult to notice, especially for kids who no 
longer need any help in the bathroom. Both of these 
symptoms should keep kids home at least for the day. 
Parents should take care not to send their child back 
to school too early and wait until they have not had 
diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours. 
 
Hand, foot and mouth 
Hand, foot and mouth disease (HFMD) is a common 
childhood illness and highly contagious, though it is 
generally mild and runs its course on its own. It may 
begin with a fever and irritability, followed by blisters in 
the mouth and on hands and feet. Kids with HFMD 
should stay home until they have no fever and their 
sores have healed. 
 
Cold or flu 
Colds can last for more than a week, which makes it 
difficult to keep a child home for the duration of the 
illness. When the cold is at its worst, with heavy 
coughing and lots of nasal discharge, children need to 
stay home and rest. Kids who have influenza or a flu-
like illness should stay home until they have not had a 
fever for 24 hours without fever-reducing medications. 
 
 

IMPORTANT HEALTH NEWS 

 
 

https://intermountainhealthcare.org/blogs/topics/research/2013/08/germs-and-going-back-to-school/
https://intermountainhealthcare.org/blogs/topics/research/2013/08/germs-and-going-back-to-school/
https://www.uvpediatrics.com/topics/what-is-hand-foot-and-mouth-disease/
https://www.uvpediatrics.com/topics/what-is-hand-foot-and-mouth-disease/
https://healthcare.utah.edu/the-scope/shows.php?shows=0_ewsoxtqx
http://health.utah.gov/flufighters/influenza-prevention.php
http://health.utah.gov/flufighters/influenza-prevention.php
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MONTESSORI 101 

THE MONTESSORI MATH 

EXPERIENCE 

 
 
     The purpose of the math curriculum in a Montessori 
classroom is to allow children to experience and 
explore mathematical concepts such as length, width, 
depth, quantity, distance, weight, time and 
measurement.  The teaching materials are concrete 
tools that help the child understand an abstract idea.  
 
 
     For instance, the child is first introduced to the 
concept of quantity.  The red and blue rods (10 rods 
graded in length and segmented) are used to show the 
child a very visual, tactile representation of the 
quantities 1 to 10.  The child can easily see the 
difference in the length of ‘3’ compared to the length of 
‘7’.  There are many different activities in the 
classroom that help the child grasp the notion of 
quantity.  It is only after a child works with various 
quantities that they are introduced to the numerical 
symbol and are able to associate the two. 
 
 
     As the child moves through the math curriculum, 
they will encounter several math functions.  Working 
with the counting rods, the bead stair or the spindle 
boxes allow the child to gain an understanding of 
numeration and quantity 1 to 10.  Next, a child is 
exposed to the teen numbers and begins to 
understand the concept of linear counting as they 
learn to use the bead chains and the hundred board.  
Older children are introduced to place value as well as 
the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division.  Again, all of these operations are initially 
performed with concrete, manipulative materials.  
Colored beads are used when adding and subtracting.  
A combination of beads and blocks are used when 
learning about place value.  The child is again able to 
feel and see the differences between a single bead, a 
bar of 10 beads, a square of 100 beads and a cube of 
1000 beads. 
 
     A child uses these concrete tools until they can 
internalize the abstract numbers and concepts. 
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MCHL PTA 
www.mchlpta.org 

 
 

And many more!  
Check it out at www.mchlpta.org/auction 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear MCHL Families, 
 
During the week of April 1 – 5, 2019, and culminating in a special live event on the night of Friday April 5, 2019 
we are hosting our first-ever live auction to raise funds for new playground equipment, specifically outdoor 
structures that will offer shade during playtime. Our current playground equipment offers little protection from 
the sun, making it unpleasant during our hot and humid months. We are asking for your help because we 
believe that it’s important to encourage outside playtime in a welcoming environment.  
 
All MCHL Families should have received a formal Evite invitation to attend the live Auction on April 5th 
at 5:30pm; with drinks, dinner, and teacher babysitting provided. We encourage you to bring additional 
friends & family-members to participate in the Auction!   

 
This auction can’t happen without your help. Whether it’s volunteering an hour here or there to help collect 
donations, helping with decorations or cleanup, securing local business donations, or offering donations of 
your own, we need your help to make this a reality for our children.  
 
Please reach out to us to help at auction@mchlpta.org or pta@mchl.org.  
 
You may sign up to donate an item online at (www.mchlpta.org/auction), or using the attached donation form. 
Simply fill it out, email us, and we’ll handle everything from there. Thank you for your consideration and 
participation. If you have any questions, we invite you to email us at auction@mchlpta.org. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
MCHL PTA Board:  Marina Klusas   Alison Miller 

Erika Moore   Rosalyn Espinoza 
Neha Garg 

 
Sneak-Peak of Auction Items:  
 

 

http://www.mchlpta.org/
http://www.mchlpta.org/auction
mailto:auction@mchlpta.org
mailto:pta@mchl.org
https://www.mchlpta.org/auction
mailto:auction@mchlpta.org
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MCHL PTA 
www.mchlpta.org 

 
 

RECENT RECAP 
 
Spirit Night @ Mellow Mushroom: Thank you 
parents for making our first-ever Spirit Night at 
Mellow Mushroom a huge success! We saw many 
of you at the restaurant that night and know many 
more participate from home. In total, the event 
raised over $490 for our school! We’re looking 
forward to doing this again next year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
You can help raise funds for the school while you 
shop! Every year the school can make hundreds of 
dollars in commissions by encouraging parents to 
shop at their favorite online stores with our affiliate 
marketing links.  
 
Just go to https://www.mchlpta.org/support-us 
and click on the store logo that you want to buy 
from.  
 
 

 

COMING UP 

 
PTA Meeting: Our next PTA meeting is Tuesday 
March 12, in the school cafeteria at 6pm and is 
open to all parents. We are beginning to plan a 
very special large event for the spring – come 
attend and find out what’s going on!  
 
Spirit Night at Choolaah Indian BBQ: This spirit 
“night” will actually for lunch AND dinner! Anytime 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Monday, March 18 eat at 
Choolaah Indian BBQ in Sterling (at Cascades 
Overlook) and MCHL will get 30% of your purchase. 
Just tell them MCHL sent you! 
 
Auction Week & Live Event Night: Beginning on 
Monday, April 1, and running throughout the week, 
our Auction items will be displayed in the upstairs 
hallway and open to mobile & online bidding.  
 
At 5: 30 p.m. Friday, April 5, we welcome MCHL 
families & friends to the school where children will 
be entertained by teachers upstairs, while parents 
enjoy complimentary drinks & dinner downstairs 
and bid on items. 
 
Volunteer an hour of time at pta@mchl.org; find 
out more and help collect or make donations at 
www.mchlpta.org/auction.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
www.mchlpta.org/events  

March 12 PTA Meeting @ 6 p.m. in School Cafeteria  

March 18 
Spirit Night @ Choolaah Indian BBQ  

11 a.m.–9 p.m. 

April 1 Online Spring Auction Bidding Begins  

April 5 Live Auction Night @ 5:30pm 

April 8–10 Spring Picture Days 

April 24 Spring Parent Night Out 

April 29–May 3 Scholastic Book Fair (volunteers needed) 

May 2 Pajama Night w/ Clifford @ 6pm 

May 6–10 
Teacher Appreciation Week  

(volunteers needed) 

Sat June 8th  
End of Year Field Day @ 4pm 

Frying Pan Farm Park 

 
 

http://www.mchlpta.org/
https://www.mchlpta.org/support-us
mailto:pta@mchl.org
http://www.mchlpta.org/auction
http://www.mchlpta.org/events
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Montessori Children’s House of Loudoun PTA  
880 W Church Rd, Sterling VA, 20164 

                                 www.mchlpta.org    |   auction@mchlpta.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You may also submit this form online at www.mchlpta.org/auction 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: (Required) 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________  Email:_______________________________________ 

Would you like your donation to remain Anonymous?     ▢  Yes    ▢  No 

 

BUSINESS DONOR INFORMATION: (Required if donating as a business) 

Business Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Business Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

Business Website: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Where would you like your brand/logo images to be displayed? (please select one) 

▢  Digital materials (e.g. online auction site)   ▢  Print materials (e.g. auction flyer, handouts) 

▢  Do not display my brand or logo on any materials 

 

DONATED ITEM INFORMATION: Please attach multiple forms if donating multiple items that need different descriptions.  

Item Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Quantity: ___________________  Market Value of Item: __$________________  (required) 

Do you have a suggestion for a Starting Bid Amount? ___$________________ (optional) 

Description of Item: Fully describe the item and if there are any exceptions, blackout dates, what it includes or excludes, the amount it 

is for, or if it expires.  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does Your Item Need to be Picked Up? (All items must be received by March 8, 2019.)  

▢  Yes - Please contact me to coordinate pickup  ▢  No - I will drop off at MCHL by March 8, 2019 

▢  No - This is a digital donation (e.g. points/miles or e-gift cards) 

 

Thank you for your support! Please return this form in-person or by email to auction@mchlpta.org  

A member of the MCHL PTA will reach out to coordinate pickup and logo/branding images. You will be provided with a tax-deductible receipt upon 

item collection.  

 

http://www.mchlpta.org/
mailto:auction@mchlpta.org
http://www.mchlpta.org/auction
mailto:auction@mchlpta.org

